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Free, Open, and Accessible
We meet the needs of our communities as a welcoming and
inclusive gathering place.

Total Visitors to PoCo Muse in 2023

EXHIBITIONS & PUBLICATIONS

Meaningful Storytelling
We connect stories with artifacts to encourage imagination,
introspection, and empathy.

9 Exhibitions during 2023

Interns during 2023

19 Artists Represented

Total Number of Staff Members in 2023

245  Artifacts Displayed

Percentage of 2023 Staff Started as Interns

8 Total Number of Publications

Total Members in Board of Trustees

Executive Director Interns

Kevin Matthew Pazour Logan Albright
Ashley Vernon

Director of Exhibits
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Jacob Just

Board of Trustees
Joanne Urschel, Chair
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Ellen Kapitan, Secretary
Brandi Anstine

Patricia Crise

Kathleen Evans

Ruth Johnston

Visitor Experience
Manager
Quinn Albert

Collections Manager
Sarah Berndt

Kevin Kerr
Collections Assistants Jeffrey Lewis
Kaelie Eberhart Paul D. Miles

Ashley Vernon Carlos Rivero

368 Magazine Subscribers

2023 began with the Prehistoric Pop-Up exhibit in the
Montague/Urschel Gallery. Upon its closing on April 30,
the exhibit travelled to Cedar Lake and was installed at the
Museum at Lassen's Resort from May through October.

The featured exhibit, Ever Yours: Postcards from the
Golden Age, ran from May 12, 2023, through January
7, 2024, in the Montague/Urschel Gallery and was the
primary exhibit for 2023. Over 400 postcards from
our collection were displayed, including 150 original
artifacts and 250 transcribed reproductions. A "pop-
up" booth featuring content from Ever Yours was
installed at the Porter County Fair from July 20 to 29.

The Robert Cain Gallery hosted four small exhibits
throughout the year, each including different
selections of artwork from our permanent collection.
Connections, our permanent exhibit in the Eunice
Slagle Gallery, saw an update in September. Seven
new pairings (twenty artifacts) were added. *
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Hands-on Learning
We create opportunities to learn from interactive and
intergenerational experiences.

Attendees of Free Guided Museum Tours

Responsible Stewardship
We uphold the collection and history of our institution with
integrity and accountability.

New Accessions

Total Tours, Programs, and Openings

Of Collection Newly Accessioned

Thursday Evenings with Extended Summer Hours

Objects Inventoried

Total Program Attendance

Artifacts Loaned Out

Exhibit-related Buttons Awarded to Visitors

Artifacts Loaned In

During 2023, the PoCo Muse continued to offer free
weekly guided museum tours every Saturday. From
November onward, the time was changed from noon
to 2p in response to visitor feedback. An additional
Curated Tour with Quinn Albert, Visitor Experience
Manager, was offered each quarter, providing in-depth
stories and featured objects not normally on display.

Pamela Murrow presented a history talk on her transcription
of Morgan Township farmer John B. DeCrow’s 1866-

1890 diaries. lan Baker and his band of living-history
interpreters continued to offer their popular public
programming with themed reenactments each quarter on
the courthouse lawn. Executive Director Kevin Matthew
Pazour hosted a public tour of Old City Cemetery and

a downtown fire-history walking tour. For PoCo Muse
supporters, he offered two behind-the-scenes museum
tours. History Happy Hour, a quarterly local-history social
gathering at a neighborhood pub, began in July.
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The lota Chapter of Tri Kappa awarded a $1,100 grant to
the PoCo Muse to make improvements in our art storage
facilities. The museum now has a much-enhanced capability
to provide safe storage for its collection and has extra
capacity for new acquisitions.

Sarah Berndt, PoCo Muse Collection Manager, continued to
spearhead an ongoing deaccession and inventory project

following the collection’s move into its new storage facility
in 2021.

Kaelie Eberhart ended her tenure as Collection Assistant
on August 24 to pursue a Master of Arts degree at Anglia
Ruskin University in Cambridge, England.
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