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SPRING PROGRAMS BRING CROWDS TO THE 
PORTER COUNTY MUSEUM

 POCO NEWSWORTHY

POCO MUSE TEAMS UP WITH MEMORIAL OPERA 
HOUSE TO ROCK THE HOUSE
Visit the corner of Franklin and Indiana on 
August 5 for Rock the House, an all-day 
music festival and block party!

Our friends at the Memorial Opera House 
are excited to present Rock The House 4, 
founded by the MOH’s own Stretch Mill-
er. All proceeds from the event benefit the 
operations of the historic Opera House. 

From 1 to 7p, the all-ages daytime outdoor 
music fest features local artists on an 
outdoor stage. Bring the whole family for 
music, games, and a bite to eat! Starting 
at 8p, the evening indoor music concert 
features headliner Local H. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR
We had another season of record-break-
ing attendance at the PoCo Muse! 
Programs focused on science last spring 
and brought hundreds to learn about 
the weather, celebrate Earth Day, and 
explore the connections between science 
and art. Valparaiso Community Schools’ 
Spring into the Arts celebration brought 
4th grade art to the PoCo Muse, along 
with many visitors during the featured 
events. Finally, the PoCo Muse packed 
its presentation space when the Brown 
family stopped by to tell us all about the 
history  of  Valpo  Velvet  Ice  Cream.  We 

The Museum will be open extended hours, providing free, family-friendly 
games and activities to attendees. Don’t miss out on this great opportunity 
for music, food, and fun, all while supporting a great, local institution. 

For tickets to the indoor evening concert, visit www.mohlive.com. The 
evening show is 16+ and costs $25 to attend. 

had a blast hearing the many stories from the Browns and local community 
members about this Valparaiso landmark. 

And that’s not all! With dozens of school groups visiting the Museum last 
spring, we had a chance to talk with young visitors about the history of their 
county. Docent-led tours of the PoCo Muse are free, and can be scheduled by 
e-mailing info@pocomuse.org or calling 219.465.3595. Hope to see you at the 
PoCo Muse this summer as we continue another exciting season fulfilling our 
mission: to educate, enrich, and inspire our Porter County communities. 

It’s almost that time of year to take a walk with me 
around the court house square. I helped entertain 
and educate hundreds of people over the course of 
last summer on what the downtown was like in 1926. 
Join me on July 6 as I dial things back to 1910, which 
is an era that pre-dates the Porter County Museum, 
Lincoln Highway, and many other things we consider to 
be modern conveniences. The tour will start outside of 
the Porter County Museum at 5:30p.

If you happen to miss the tour, don’t fret! I will be 
conducting additional walking tours during the 2017 
PoCo Muse Block Party on Saturday, August 5. We 
will be hosting our annual shindig on the exact same 
day as the Memorial Opera House’s Rock the House 4. 
It seems like the perfect opportunity to make the day a 
truly block-wide spectacle.

Until then, I hope you visit to see our latest exhibit, Sell-
ing the Dream: Bartletts’ Beverly Shores. This install-
ment of the Beverly Shores Stories Project presents an 
incredible opportunity to step off the South Shore Line 
of the 1930s and explore the Bartletts’ resort commu-
nity on the shores of Lake Michigan. 

Our continuation of the Stories Project has been 
made possible through a matching grant from Indiana 
Humanities in cooperation with the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities and individual contributions 
from people in Porter County. Most importantly, I have 
to thank all of our friends in Beverly Shores and the 
incomparable Beverly Shores Museum & Art Gallery. 
We certainly look forward to continuing the Stories 
Project in Beverly Shores later this summer! 

As always, thank you for supporting the work of the 
PoCo Muse. I hope you take time this summer to reac-
quaint yourself with the past. It may be biased of me 
to say it, but there is no better variation of history than 
local history!

All of the work on PoCo Muse @ 20 Indiana 
Avenue is nearly finished, and the Porter Coun-
ty Museum Foundation’s Board of Trustees 
is ecstatic. We are thankful for the hard work 
and generosity of Tudor Floors Carpet One, D. 
Howard Painting, Restore-Tech Construction, 
Inc., Kent Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc., 
and everyone who has been involved to make 
this project possible. This new space is the 
largest expansion in museum history to-date 
and shows how public-private partnerships 
can be beneficial for the greater good. Every 
dollar for this project has been raised through 
the effort of the Porter County Museum Foun-
dation.

Come take a peek at our work inside 20 Indi-
ana Avenue on Saturday, July 15. Members 
are invited for a sneak preview from 11:30a 
until 1p, with a special guided tour at 12:30p. 
The general public is encouraged to inspect 
the new space between 1p and 4p, with a 
special presentation about the history of the 
location by PoCo Muse Executive Director 
Kevin Matthew Pazour at 2p.

Remember that anyone can become a 
member, so be sure to renew your support 
and encourage others to do the same. After 
all, your membership dues help the Porter 
County Museum educate, enrich, and inspire 
our communities! 
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2017 SUMMER  STORIES PROJECT
THE POP UP: A VALPARAISO ART EXPERIENCE

 POCO EXHIBITS

AUGUST

3
EXHIBIT

RECEPTION

THE BEVERLY SHORES STORIES PROJECT

On June 24, the PoCo Muse unveiled the first installment of the Beverly Shores 
Stories Project. The new exhibit, Selling the Dream: Bartletts’ Beverly Shores, 
tells just one piece of the Beverly Shores story. The Bartlett brothers envi-
sioned a lakeshore resort community in the Indiana Dunes, with both the look 
and amenities offered by the resorts of Florida and California. However, the 
Bartletts’ development was accessible to upwardly mobile Chicagoans by way 
of the new South Shore Line. Despite their marketing efforts, such as bringing 
sixteen homes from the 1933-1934 World’s Fair to Beverly Shores, their plans 
were never realized. 

The Bartlett brothers may have founded Beverly Shores, but the struggles and 
successes of the residents they left behind reveal the character of the commu-
nity today. The second installment of the Beverly Shores Stories project, an 
exhibit at the Beverly Shores Depot Museum and Art Gallery, tells a compre-
hensive history of this unique shoreline community. Featuring audio interviews 
with residents past and present, the Beverly Shores Stories Project exhibit high-
lights the culture, architecture, and environment of Beverly Shores that makes 
the area one of Porter County’s most unique communities. 

This project would not have been possible without the Beverly Shores Depot 
Museum and Art Gallery for providing access to archives and Beverly Shores 
residents for sharing their memories of their community. Finally, this exhibit 
is also made possible through a matching grant from Indiana Humanities in 
cooperation with the National Endowment for the Humanities, along with the 
private support of donors .

Join us Friday, July 14, 2017, from 5-7p as we unveil the second exhibit in the 
series at the Depot Museum and Art Gallery located at 525 Broadway in Bever-
ly Shores, IN, 46301. Additionally, during the month of September, visit the 
Porter County Museum for two programs highlighting the history of Beverly 
Shores and recent preservation efforts. Visit www.pocomuse.org for more info 
on these exhibits and upcoming programs.

TWO SUMMER EXHIBITS HIGHLIGHT HISTORY OF UNIQUE 
LAKESHORE COMMUNITY

The Beverly Shores Stories 
Project is made possible 

with the generous support of 
Indiana Humanities.

The Pop-Up returns to the PoCo Muse this summer from July 20 through August 
8! The Pop-Up: A Valparaiso Art Experience is a regional art competition orga-
nized by Valparaiso Events and the Enclave Project.

Over the course of 18 days, Valparaiso will become an artistic playground where 
anyone can find a form of art that inspires conversation about what art is and 
why it matters. Artwork from around the region will “pop up” in neighborhood 
businesses for all to enjoy.  The Pop-Up also features many family-friendly events 
throughout the two weeks. Each venue is a voting station allowing you to help 
select the winner of the People’s Choice Award!

This year, the Porter County Museum will host six regional artists! The exhibit will 
be on display from July 20 through August 8, with a chance to meet and greet 
the artists during a reception on August 3 from 5-7p at the Porter County Muse-
um. The closing reception and awards ceremony for the entire celebration will 
take place on August 8. Visit www.popup.valparaisoevents.com for more info on 
the artists, venues, and events.

The PoCo Muse will feature a wide variety of artists working in various media, 
including printmaking, photography, sculpture, painting, and mixed media. 

Many thanks to the artists who will be displaying their work! 
Braden Walker
Cathy Feeman

Hannah Hammond-Hagman & Elizabeth Wuerffel
Benjamin Calvert
Dorothy Graden

MUSEUM FEATURES SIX REGIONAL ARTISTS DURING 
DOWNTOWN VALPARAISO ARTS CELEBRATION

JULY 

14
EXHIBIT

OPENING

SEPT

7
CENTURY OF 

PROGRESS 
HOMES HISTORY

SEPT  

16
SOUTH SHORE 
LINE HISTORY

New exhibit focuses on 
Bartletts’ influence on 

Beverly Shores. Visit the 
Beverly Shores Depot 

Museum and Art Gallery on 
July 14 for the unveiling of 
the second installment of 

the Beverly Shores 

Stories Project. 

Artists listed clockwise, from top right
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SEPTEMBER 9
POPCORN FEST
Pop into the PoCo Muse during 
Popcorn Fest for free games and 
activities as we celebrate yet 
another year of this longstanding 
Valparaiso tradition!
ACTIVITIES FROM 10A-4P
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JULY 15
TOUR OF 20 INDIANA AVENUE
Get a sneak peek of the prog-
ress being made inside PoCo 
Muse  at 20 Indiana Avenue 
in downtown Valparaiso. The 
former Fidelity Title Company 
building was purchased by the 
Porter County Museum Foun-
dation in January 2017. PoCo 
Muse Executive Director & 
Porter County Historian Kevin 
Matthew Pazour will discuss 
the past, present, and future 
of 20 Indiana Avenue during a 
presentation at 2p.

MEMBER PREVIEW 20 INDIANA 
11:30A-1P
20 INDIANA OPEN FROM 1-4P
PROGRAM @ 2P

SEPTEMBER 16
HISTORY OF THE SOUTH 
SHORE LINE
On Saturday, September 16 at 
2p join Ron Cohen and Steve 
McShane as they present the 
history of the South Shore 
Railroad and the South Shore 
poster marketing campaign 
collected in the book, Moonlight 
in Duneland. 
PROGRAM @ 2P

SEPTEMBER 7
CENTURY OF PROGRESS HOMES 
HISTORY

Todd Zeiger, Northern Regional 
Director of Indiana Landmarks, 
will present the history of the 
Century of Progress homes 
brought to Beverly Shores by 
Robert Bartlett in 1935. These 
homes have a fascinating history, 
and preservation efforts are 
ongoing. Architect Charles 
Hasbrouck will also be present 
to discuss the  current efforts to 
restore the House of Tomorrow. 
PROGRAM @ 5:30P

21

JULY 6
DOWNTOWN VALPARAISO
WALKING TOUR
Join Kevin Pazour, Porter 
County Historian and Executive 
Director of the Porter County 
Museum, for a free, guided 
walking tour of downtown 
Valparaiso. During the tour, 
Kevin will share interesting and 
entertaining stories that reveal 
Porter County’s unique past. 
The tour begins on the front 
steps of the Porter County 
Museum.

While there is no charge for the 
tour, please call 219.465.3595, 
e-mail info@pocomuse.org, or 
stop by the Museum to make a 
reservation for the tour. Spaces 
are limited, and are offered on 
a first-come, first-serve basis.
TOUR BEGINS @ 5:30P

JULY 14
BEVERLY SHORES STORIES 
PROJECT OPENING
Visit the Beverly Shores Depot 
Museum and Art Gallery on July 
14 from 5-7p for the unveiling 
of the second installment of the 
Beverly Shores Stories Project! This 
new exhibit tells a comprehensive 
history of Beverly Shores and 
includes audio interviews collected 
from current residents.

The Beverly Shores Depot 
Museum and Art Gallery is located 
at 525 Broadway, Beverly Shores, 
IN 46301. 

RECEPTION FROM 5-7P

2930 31

AUGUST 3
POP-UP RECEPTION
Meet the artists whose works 
are on display at the PoCo 
Muse! Enjoy refreshments, and 
view the diverse works from 
these regional artists. Free and 
open to the public!
RECEPTION FROM 5-7P

AUGUST 5
ROCK THE HOUSE/
BLOCK PARTY
Stop by the Museum during 
the Memorial Opera House’s 
4th annual Rock the House 
event for activities, crafts, and 
free food! 
MUSEUM HOURS EXTENDED 
UNTIL 7P

31 AUGUST 19
ANTIQUE CAR SHOW
Learn about historic automobiles 
from a passionate group of local 
collectors!
CARS DISPLAYED 1-4P



CALL  219.465.3595VISIT  pocomuse.orgEMAIL  info@pocomuse.orgDISCOVER  153 S. Franklin Street, Valparaiso, IN 46383

FROM THE COLLECTION

  HOURS  WED-SAT; 9a to 5p2017 SUMMER

8 9

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY: 1917
JULY, 1917
OVERALLS WORN NOW BY WOMEN

Hundreds of women and girls in Porter 
County, and especially in the country 
districts, are now wearing overalls. 
The garment may be called by some 
other name, but it is a very good 
likeness to the overalls that have been 
worn by men since time immemorial. 
Yesterday at the Will Topper 
strawberry farm, young women wore 
the convenient attire, and crawled 
along the strawberry rows like so many 
boys. Some of the finest women in the 
country districts wear them while at 
their housework, and to chore about 
the premises. “They look a whole lot 
more respectable than do the suits 
worn by the girls at the beaches,” one 
man was heard to remark yesterday in 
regard to the young women who pick 
berries for Mr. Topper.

QUIETEST FOURTH IN THE HISTORY 
OF THE COUNTY

The quietest Fourth of July in 
American history has come and gone. 
The day was conspicuous for the lack 
of fire arms, fire crackers, torpedoes, 
and fireworks. Only occasionally last 
night a rocket or Roman candle lighted 
the sky at some vague distance, and 
reminded the observer that it had 
been Independence Day.

However, the same old pleasure 
reigned. At many resorts the people 
gathered for a day of relaxation and 
celebration. Dancing and boating and 
dining were the chief pleasures. At 
every point where celebrations had 
been advertised, large crowds were 
reported. Sheridan Beach, Flint Lake, 
could hardly hold the automobiles 
that conveyed visitors from near       
and far. 

AUGUST, 1917
DENTISTS REPORT A GREAT FROLIC 
AT GRAND BEACH 
Every dentist in Porter County, with 
one exception, attended the picnic 
meeting of the Northwest Indiana 
Dental Society, held yesterday at 
Grand Beach. The local doctors were 
taken there in the cars of Max Ruge 
and G. R. Jones. Over forty were 
present. Such sports as tennis, golf, 
bathing, and boating were enjoyed 
by all. The program of the day was a 
success.

ENTIRE GUARD DRAFTED INTO U.S. 
SERVICE

The entire national guard, numbering 
approximately 350,000 men, was 
drafted into the federal service by 
presidential proclamation yesterday 
and became subject to orders for 
overseas service. Out of this army the 
next large expeditionary force will be 
raised. When the last of the present 
force is mustered in and the present 
strength is learned, enough men will 
be added by the draft to bring all 
present organizations to war strength 
of 453,000. 
The drafted men will be ordered to 
the national guard camps, to which 
they will be assigned by the adjutant 
general, and the general policy will 
be followed of filling gaps in the state 
troops with drafted men from that 
state wherever it’s convenient.

SEPTEMBER, 1917
PORTER COUNTY SENDS ITS FIRST 
DRAFTED MEN 
G. Wood Wilson and Lewis C. 
Benham, the two first members of 
Porter County’s draft army, left this 
morning for Louisville, Kentucky... 
Quite a number of friends and 
relatives of the two Porter County 
boys were present at the railroad 
station this morning to bid them a 
last farewell and a fond goodbye. 
Prior to their going to the station, the 
two young men had taken an oath of 
service as administered by the Porter 
County board of exemption. They 
received their last instructions, their 
meal tickets, and with the oath of 
national service still ringing in their 
memory, left Valparaiso- for how long 
no one knows; time is a gamble. 
Strangely enough, the leave-taking 
at the station was the occasion for 
few tears. Instead, mother, sister, 
and others close in friendship or 
relationship to the two young men, 
were even cheerful in the face of the 
event. The spirit of pleasure was kept 
up the entire length of time, yet with 
the last parting kiss and wave of the 
hand, something of the sadness of 
the occasion seemed to grasp the 
attendant crowd, for the young men 
are on their way to the dangers of the 
great world war, their return a matter 
of chance.

FROM THE ARCHIVES 2017 SUMMER

Visitors to the PoCo Muse often ask us where we get the artifacts on 
display. For the past 100 years, Porter County residents have appeared 
at the doors of the Museum with objects they know have an important 
connection with local history. In 1916, citizens from all over the county 
came together to create a historical exhibit about Porter County’s past in 
celebration of Indiana’s Centennial. When some of the residents failed to 
pick up their loaned artifacts, the PoCo Muse Collection was born.

Today, more than one hundred years later, not a week goes by without 
some kind of donation. When buildings are remodeled, PoCo Muse may 
end up with a landmark sign, like the Buck’s Shoe Repair sign (pictured 
top right). Smaller remembrances often arrive by mail, like promotion-
al giveaways from Linkimer’s Shoe Store (pictured middle right), post-
cards from the Indiana Dunes, or an early image of the Kankakee River. 
Sometimes entire scrapbooks or stacks of photographs arrive on-site, 
presenting the opportunity to create a digital copy through our scanner, 
preserving all of the originals.

When an object arrives at PoCo Muse, the owner becomes a donor by 
signing the official paperwork provided by the Porter County Museum 
Foundation (PCMF). This deed of gift passes the legal ownership of the 
object to the PCMF in a formal sense. As a public trust, the Porter County 
Museum is charged with caring for the relics of Porter County’s past—a 
job that could not be accomplished without the assistance of the PCMF. 
New policies and procedures allow the current generation of staff and 
volunteers the ability to better record, care for, and share the histories 
associated with the artifacts.

Thinking of donating something to the PoCo Muse? We encourage you 
to get in touch by email, phone, or simply in person. We’re always happy 
to consult on objects that may have historical importance, but we are 
unable to take everything into the Collection. Limited space and a very 
particular collecting scope means we cannot accept or display all the 
things that come our way. 

There are several key questions staff asks prior to accepting something 
into the Collection. Is the object from Porter County? What can the piece 
tell us about our local history? Is the potential artifact a stellar example 
of whatever it is? Does PoCo Muse already have other better examples? 
Can the object be cared for properly?

It is always exciting to see someone walk up the front sidewalk with a 
bag or box in tow, but be sure to let us know before you stop by so we 
can be best prepared. One thing has not changed at the PoCo Muse 
over the last century is our eagerness to discover new stories from Porter 
County’s past!

ORIGINS OF THE PORTER COUNTY MUSEUM COLLECTION

Soldiers depart from Valparaiso. 
September 10, 1917.

From top: 
Busk’s Shoe Repair Sign donated by  

Stephen Buck
Linkimer’s Shoe Store Memoribilia 

donated by Mike Linkimer

Summer intern Anna Wilson scans 
photos in Collections room 



POCO MUSE 
DONORS
SPRING 2017

We would like 
to recognize the 
following individuals 
and organizations for 
supporting our mission 
by becoming members 
of the Porter County 
Museum this past 
quarter.

POCO MUSE PATRONS

INSPIRE

Tudor Flooring

D. Howard Painting

EDUCATE: 
Elizabeth & Scott Allen
Helen & John Arvidson

FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM

SUSTAINING FRIEND:
Ruth & Ralph Johnston
Lois Reiner
Steven & Mary Shook

CONTRIBUTING FRIEND:
Jeff Leetz
Doug & Cindi Pierce
Jacki Stutzman

FRIEND:
American Legion Post 94
Debra Denslaw
Lief & Deana Erickson
Sylvia Graham
Judy & Ed Guernsey
Jesse Harper
Bjarne Henderson & 
Cynthia Ruff-Henderson
Paul & Connie Knauff
David Nevill

BECOMING POCO

HOUSEHOLD:
Heather Bessler
Della Bozarth
Jan & Marian Dick
Karen Fritz
Donna & Gary Gray
Gary & Joyce Hicks
Nancy & Raymond 
Kickbush
Aimee Tomasek

INDIVIDUAL:
Richard Brauer
Constance Bretscher
Susan Gleason
Kristin Glover
R. Anne Gott
Ed Gottschling
Norman Grieger
Randa Duvick & David 
Grosnick
Laura Mae Harting
Kay Morris
Ruth Nicholson
Marion Phillips
Paul A. Trapp

GET INVOLVED!

  HOURS  wed-sat; 9a to 5p

2017 SUMMER
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SATURDAYS @ THE POCO MUSE BECOME A MEMBER! 
BOARD OF
 TRUSTEES

CHAIR OF THE
 BOARD

Joanne Urschel

VICE CHAIR
Kathryn McMillan

SECRETARY
Helen Arvidson

TREASURER
Sharon Swihart

Gretchen Buggeln
Tim S. Daly

C. Bernard Doyle
Rich Hudson

Ruth Johnston
Kevin Kerr

Matthew Mullins
Carlos Rivero

Aco Sikoski
Robert Welsh

STAFF

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Kevin Matthew Pazour

COORDINATOR
Megan Telligman

AMERICORPS
 Tori Binelli

Danielle Collins

The Porter County Museum will host an antique car show on 
Saturday, August 19 from 1-4p. While at the Museum, chat with 
local automobile enthusiasts about their cars, and learn more about 
these historic vehicles from this passionate group of local collectors!

This event will take place weather permitting! Check the Museum’s 
website, Facebook page, or call 219.465.3595 the morning of the 
event to confirm the event will be happening. Antique cars are 
precious, and must be protected from the elements! 

SEPTEMBER HISTORY OF THE 
SOUTH SHORE LINE

Becoming a member of the PoCo Muse is a great 
way to support the Porter County Museum’s work 
to connect the rich past with the evolving pres-
ent to educate, enrich, and inspire Porter Coun-
ty communities. Your membership dollars ensure 
that staff can care for the Collection, organize 
fascinating new programs, develop insightful 
exhibits, and educate future generations about 
Porter County’s history. 

In addition to the satisfaction gained from 
supporting these efforts, members receive regu-
lar reminders from the PoCo Muse about upcom-
ing exhibits and events, previews of new exhibits, 
and a 10% discount in the Museum Store. Visit 
www.pocomuse.org/membership to learn more 
about becoming a member today! 

SUPPORT THE MISSION OF THE POCO MUSE!

SATURDAY

POCOmuse

JULY TOUR OF 20 INDIANA

The Saturdays @ the PoCo Muse monthly program series is held on the third 
Saturday of each month. Saturdays @ the PoCo Muse events often feature new 
exhibit openings from 1to 4p, or programs highlighting the history and culture of 
Porter County at 2p. 

Get a sneak peek of the progress being made 
inside PoCo Muse  at 20 Indiana Avenue in down-
town Valparaiso on Saturday, July 15 from 1-4p. 
The former Fidelity Title Company building was 
purchased by the Porter County Museum Foun-
dation in January 2017. PoCo Muse Executive 
Director & Porter County Historian Kevin Matthew 
Pazour will discuss the past, present, and future 
of 20 Indiana Avenue during a presentation at 2p.

On Saturday, September 16 at 2p, join Ron Cohen and Steve 
McShane as they present the history of the South Shore Railroad and 
the South Shore poster marketing campaign collected in their book, 
Moonlight in Duneland. 

Samuel Insull’s revolutionary marketing campaign of the 1920-30s 
resulted in the iconic South Shore posters familiar to the Region 
today. Cohen and McShane will present this history and their work to 
develop the book during September’s Saturdays @ the PoCo Muse 
event. 

 POCO PROGRAMS 2017 SUMMER

AUGUST ANTIQUE CAR SHOW

Members visit the PoCo Muse for a 
preview of the Invisible Project during 

April of 2016



PORTER COUNTY MUSEUM
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